
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Twenty-Nine: Jesus’ First Galilean Ministry 
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Matthew 8:2-4; 8:28-34; 9:1-8; 9:27-31; Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-17; Luke 4:16-22; 
Luke 7:11-17; 9:1-6; John 4:46-54. 
A
fter  passing through Samaria Jesus returned to Galilee. Luke records for us that Jesus went into the synagogue in Nazareth, where He had been brought up. The custom was for Jewish men to read a Scripture and comment on it. Jesus did this, turning to Isaiah 61:2, and reading, “the Spirit of the Lord is upon Me because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18). The text continued declaring wonderful blessing brought by the Messiah. When Jesus finished He declared “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). The people were angry at His words because they understood that He was identifying Himself as the Messiah. They tried to kill Him but He passed through them and left Nazareth. 

During much of Jesus’ public ministry His home was in Capernaum, on the coast of the Sea of Galilee (Luke 4:31). During His first year, He traveled around Galilee and taught and performed many miracles as signs that He was the Messiah.  John records that the second sign which Jesus did in Galilee was the healing of a nobleman’s son. Without even going to the boy Jesus healed him from a distance (John 4:46-54). In Capernaum He did the same thing for a Roman Centurion’s servant (Luke 7:1-10). Jesus’ showed the people that He had power over things which leave humans helpless. He healed those with the dreaded disease of leprosy (Matt, 8:2-4). He cast out demons (Matt. 8:28-34). He caused the paralyzed to walk (Matt. 9:1-8), gave sight to the blind (Matt. 9:27-31), raised the dead (Luke 7:11-17), and even calmed a storm that rose on the sea (Matt. 8:23-27). All of these signs showed beyond all doubt that Jesus as God in the flesh.

During this first year Jesus also called twelve men to be his “Apostles.” An apostle is one who is “sent forth” with a task. We noticed in our last lesson that Peter, Andrew (and probably John) met Jesus at the introduction of John the Baptist. Peter and Andrew were fisherman in partnership with James and John. As Jesus walked by the sea, He called to them and said, “follow Me and I will make you fishers of men” (Mark 1:17). The Men left their nets and flowed after Jesus. Jesus also called a tax collector named Matthew (or Levi) while he was collecting taxes (Mark 2:13-17). After following Him for a time, Jesus gave these men power to perform miracles and sent them out to teach (Luke 9:1-6).

Sometime during this year John the Baptist, in prison sent his disciples to Jesus to ask Him if He was the One promised, or if they should look for another. John himself had told Andrew (and probably John) that Jesus was the “lamb of God” (John 1:36). John may have sent them so they too would come to understand this (Luke 7:18-35). Near the close of this first year, Herod’s wickedness increased even more. At the urging of Herodias and her daughter, Herod had John the Baptist beheaded (Matthew 14:1-12). 
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	29
	Proverbs 29-30
	Proverbs 31
	Ecclesiastes 1-2
	Ecclesiastes 3-4
	Ecclesiastes 5-6
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	Ecclesiastes 9-10


Study Questions
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1.  What else from Jesus’ reading in Isaiah 61 might have made it clear to those in Nazareth that Jesus claimed to be the Messiah (Luke 4:18-19)?

2.  What did they try to do to Him (Luke 4:28-29)?

3.  What did Jesus say that the people needed to see before they would believe (John 4:48)?

What might this indicate about the purpose of His miracles?


4.  What does John tell us was the second sign done in Galilee (John 4:46-54)?


5.  List the twelve Apostles from Mark 3:15-19: 1) ________________ 2)


3) _______________ 4) _______________ 5) ________________ 6) 



7) _______________ 8) _______________ 9) ________________ 10)


11) _______________ 12) _________________

6.  What does the term “apostle” mean?

7.  What were some of the instructions which Jesus gave to the Apostles when He sent them out to teach and heal (Luke 9:3-5)?

8.  What did Jesus tell John’s disciples to report back to him (Luke 7:22)?


How did this answer their question?


Key Passage: “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them” (Matt. 4:23-24, NKJV). 
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